
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Minutes of the meeting of September 13, 2007 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Wilbert, Chairman Tanny Hanahan 
    Christy Watt     Bill Stobart 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: John Van Gorden, Director of Parks and Recreation  
    Kim Vogel, Recreation Superintendent 
 
Pittsburg Parks and Recreation Advisory Board met on Thursday, September 13, 2007 
at 4:00 pm in Lincoln Center.  Jeff Wilbert called the meeting to order with 4 members 
present. 
 
The first order of business was the approval of the June minutes.  Bill Stobart made a 
motion to approve the minutes which was seconded by Tanny Hanahan.  Motion 
passed. 
 
The second order of business was the review of the activity report from July and 
August.  Mrs. Vogel reviewed Corporate Challenge, Karate, Zumba, Softball, Senior 
Citizen Activities, Dog & Puppy classes and Tot Lot & Boredom Busters.   
 
New Business 
 
Batting Cages 
Mr. Van Gorden said that the batting cages at Four Oaks are a major problem.  Each 
year we bring the supplier down to fix them and as soon as they get back to Kansas 
City the machines are broke again.  He stated that they have not been operational the 
last couple of months and that we are looking for guidance from the board to let us 
know if we should continue working on them or remove them.  Wilbert asked if the 
coach pitching areas are more beneficial.  Watt asked if it was practical to replace them.  
Mr. Van Gorden said that they were replaced 5 years ago.  Wilbert asked what breaks 
and Mr. Van Gorden replied that the tubes and arms do not work, the other expense we 
have is replacing balls but those are not a problem; he said that no money is budgeted 
for a new machine. Wilbert asked if it produces revenue and Mr. Van Gorden said that 
we spend more money than we make in expenses repairing parts and we haven’t even 
included manpower.  Watt said they would be used if it was possible but that the interest 
gets lost because they are not working.  Hanahan asked if leaves were a problem and 
Mr. Van Gorden said that they are not.  Mr. Van Gorden said that we would try to 
refurbish the equipment but we don’t want them to be an embarrassment.  He also said 
that we would need an employee just for the equipment during evenings and weekends.  
Stobart asked how much the equipment cost and Mr. Van Gorden said it was around 
$25,000.00. 
 
4th of July Celebration 
Wilbert mentioned that he thought this one of the best fireworks displays that he has 
seen.  Mr. Van Gorden said that it (fireworks) is an expense to our department and we 
keep putting it in our budget but it keeps getting cut.  Mrs. Vogel said that due to the 
flooding we moved everything to the east side of the pond and vendors were very 



pleased with that move.  Mr. Van Gorden said that several vendors sold out of food.  
Mrs. Vogel submitted the expense report for the festival that showed that, other than the 
fireworks, we would have been close to breaking even.  She noted that again we had 
record numbers at some of our events. 
 
Dog Swim 
Mr. Van Gorden said that 27 dogs attended the first dog swim and he never realized 
how much fun the dogs and owners would have.  Wilbert asked if there were any fights 
between dogs and Mr. Van Gorden said no, that everything went well; it was a two hour 
event and the pool was drained after the event ended. 
 
Aquatic Center Report 
Mr. Van Gorden noted that we had free swim, which was well attended and we did 
make money on concessions during those days.  He said that the Aquatic Center is 
$76,000.00 in the hole right now and we are meeting with Linda and Greg to find out 
what to do about revenues for next year.  He noted that we painted the facility and 
repaired pumps and that we are looking for a feature to replace the frog because the 
tongue has been damaged.  Wilbert said that he was glad we went with the free swim.  
Mrs. Vogel said that one of the problems with the free swim was that we set the ages for 
8-18 years and some parents felt it should be for all children up to 18 years. 
 
Tennis Courts 
Mr. Van Gorden stated that we had $30,000.00 to repair courts at Four Oaks and 
Lakeside.  He said that PSU has repaired their courts and, after visiting with Jason Hipfl, 
who filled their cracks, and with PSU painters our staff, along with Doug Thomas, felt 
they could do the courts at Lakeside.  If those turn out well then we will repair Four 
Oaks ourselves.  
 
Comments from the Board 
Mr. Van Gorden said that next month we would discuss fees and charges. 
 
Wilbert asked how the golf course was doing.  Mr. Van Gorden replied that it is $44,000 
in the hole and it will probably stay around that.  Wilbert said that the Knights of 
Columbus tournament went well. 
 
Watt said it was fun to see Jaycee’s get started.  Mr. Van Gorden said that the lights 
would be done in October and that the turf would be done by the holidays.  He noted 
that we are trying to address flooding issues.   
 
With not further discussion the next meeting date was set for October 11, 2007 at 4:00 
pm in Lincoln Center and the meeting was adjourned at 4:51pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Kim Vogel 
 
 
 



  


