
 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Auditorium and Convention Center Advisory Board Minutes 

Thursday, January 27, 2011 @ 4:00 p.m. 
 

Members present: Jim Belew, April Wilkes, Tony Perez, Magda Tawil, Jeff Wilbert, Jason 

Huffman and Terri Steele 

The meeting was called to order and there were no additions to the Agenda.   

The minutes of the October 28, 2010 meeting were approved as presented. 

Updates 

Jeff Wilbert, gave a quick review of the following: 

 Balcony Lighting – the middle and back balcony lighting has been replaced with new LED 

dimmable lights. This has greatly improved visibility, which in turn improves safety 

 Sump Pumps – one pump was already inoperable when the second pump quit. They have both 

been replaced along with the check valves at a cost of $26,000 which did not come out of a MACC’s 

budget. 

 RecTrac & ticket – currently Jason Huffman is building the seating chart that will be used. 

Ticketsage is allowing MACC to remain on their system free of charge. Once the changeover is complete 

the Auditorium will make more money. The fees will not increase but the fee amount will go directly to 

Memorial Auditorium instead of Ticketsage, our current ticketing company. 

 Auditorium seating – the new seats had been installed but did not match the sample that was 

approved. The company will be coming back to replace the seat bottoms. Mr Belew asked how well the 

company was working with staff. Wilbert stated that final payment had not been made yet so negotiations 

had gone relatively smoothly. 

 Sales tax – Wilbert informed the Board that the sales tax was down roughly $10,000 from 2009. 

 

Review of Events  

 

 The Nutcracker - The Midwest Regional Ballet company performed the holiday favorite in 

November 2010. 45 dancers performed four shows to an audience of nearly 1,500.  

 Christmas with Ronnie Milsap – local promoter Al Zar brought in the music legend, who 

performed past hits and Christmas favorites in front of approximately 1,100 fans of all ages. 

 m-pact – An a cappella vocal group from Los Angeles thrilled audience members with a wide 
range of music styles.  
 The Morning Sun held their annual Bridal Spectacular on January 15th 

 



Manager Report 

 

Wilbert went over some upcoming events including PSU’s annual Jazzfest and Teresa Walters, the 

International Lady of Piano concert.  He asked the Board for ideas and suggestions of show to be brought 

in to MACC. With the success of PALS, he felt that a lecture series with an athlete or a politician may be 

a hit. 

 

Wilbert updated the Board on all the work that was being completed in the facility, especially the 

Auditorium. While the seats were being redone the floor and walls were painted two coats, the backstage 

had been thoroughly cleaned, storage had been built, items were sorted, thrown away or recycled and the 

stage floor was painted. 

 

Jason Huffman pointed out that the new Kansas’ governor was trying to abolish the Kansas Arts 

Commission in his attempts to reduce the state’s budget. He stressed that MACC would be impacted in 

more ways than one. The Pittsburg Community Theatre receives $2500 from KAC and Memorial 

Auditorium receives $7200 that helps with shows like the PCMS’s Amateur Theatrical Society 

productions and PSU’s JazzFest.  

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. Since there was no further 

business the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 

 

______________________________________ 

Terri Steele, Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 


