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The Airport Advisory Committee met on Monday, February 13, 2011, at 11:00 a.m., in the City Hall Conference Room.  The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. with six (6) members present.  
The first order of business was the approval of the minutes of the meeting of November 7, 2011.  Nathan Keizer moved, seconded by Scott Crain, that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 

The second order of business was an Update on the Completion of the Taxiway Improvements Project.  Bill Beasley handed out a map detailing the areas at the airport that were initially scheduled to be repaired with grip-flex by the KDOT Aviation Division grant the City received.  Mr. Beasley then handed out another map detailing the areas that were actually repaired with grip-flex.  He explained that once the project began it became evident there were additional areas requiring repairs.  Some of those repairs included areas between the south hangar and the quad hangar and around the fuel filling station.  Mr. Beasley explained the project is finalized and it is anticipated the airport should get ten to fifteen years out of the project.  
The third order of business was an update on Contract Fuel Sales.  Bill Beasley explained the airport has added contract fuel sales with Av-Fuel.  He explained the City did raise fuel prices, however, those signing up for contract fuel has experienced prices close to where they were before the fuel price increase.  One goal of going with raising fees was to help the airport fund itself.  The City usually subsidizes the airport around $75,000 annually.  
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Ron Long inquired if there has been any increase in the transit air traffic.  Bill Pyle responded by stating there has not been an increase as of yet, however, the Av-Fuel website did advertise the airport on its website last month.  Mr. Pyle hopes this will help attract more business.  

Mr. Beasley stated according to his research Pittsburg’s airport is the only Av-Fuel contract fuel provider in Southeast Kansas.  

The fourth order of business was an Update on Airport Airspace Planning and Development of a Height and Hazard Ordinance.  Bill Beasley explained the Height and Hazard Ordinance goes before the Governing Body for their consideration at tomorrow’s meeting (February 14, 2012).  Mr. Beasley stated the purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the airspace around the airport allowing only structures that do not increase the airport approach minimums.  Having this Ordinance in place will allow the City to regulate the airspace.  
Nathan Keizer inquired if this Ordinance would allow existing trees to be removed if they are affecting the approaches.  Bruce Remsberg responded that trees can be removed.  

Mr. Beasley explained that existing structures can remain as there is a non-conforming use provision in the Ordinance allowing current structures to remain.  However, once these structures are abandoned or no longer useful the obstruction may be removed. 

The fifth order of business was review of the Capital Improvement Projects to be reviewed and approved by the City Commission and submitted to FAA.  Mr. Beasley explained that the City Commission would be reviewing for approval Capital Improvements to be sent off to FAA.  Once FAA receives the submittal, the City is placed on a list for future funding.  President Obama is expected to sign a bill allowing federal money to go to airports for Capital Improvements.  Once this bill is signed, however, the bill provides that the applicants (the City) would be responsible for 10% of the improvement cost instead of the current 5%.  
Nathan Keizer inquired if there were any State funds that would help offset the additional amount.  Mr. Beasley stated the State would not fund the matching percentage on a FAA grant.  He pointed out the State will make funds available for Improvements FAA will not sponsor.    
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Mr. Remsberg stated parallel taxiway 16-34 is potentially going to be done in three different phases.  The first phase is the engineering phase.  The second phase will be the north section of the runway to the intersection of Runway 4-22.  The third and final stage would be from the intersection to the terminal.  Mr. Remsberg also stated that the funds would allow for the removal of the T-hangar, however, it would not cover the replacement of the hangar.  Mr. Remsberg briefly went through the handouts provided that break down the construction funds.  

Mr. Keizer asked if the City’s contribution would double in size when the bill is signed by the President.  Mr. Remsberg stated the numbers in the handout are based off the 5% currently required.  Mr. Beasley added the bill is not yet signed so the request would be submitted as is.  

Mr. Keizer inquired about the status of the Airport Master Plan and if the improvements could continue even though the plan was not completed.  Mr. Remsberg stated the Airport Master Plan was in the final stages and would be completed in two months.  

Mr. Keizer inquired if there was a way the City’s matching funds could be planned for in advance so there would be no scrambling for money at the last minute.  Mr. Beasley stated the City could bond these improvements, however, based on the limit the City Commission has set there are not a lot of bond funds available at this time.  He stated the EDAC was an option he was looking into.  Mr. Keizer then inquired if these plans should be brought before the EDAC now.  Mr. Beasley stated the Commission has to approve the improvements before anything further could be done.  

Under Other Business, Mr. Pyle stated he was approached regarding the airport hosting the Mo-Kan Chili Cook-Off in conjunction with an Airport Day.  He stated all proceeds for this event would go to whatever group the airport wished.  He suggested possibly either Eagle-Med or Angel Flight.  He also stated the only thing the airport would be required to supply would be tables for this event.  The group putting on the event would do all the advertising.  After some brief discussion it was agreed this would be a good idea and a great way to advertise the airport at no cost.  

Bill Beasley stated the Environmental Assessment has been completed. The wetlands and the habitat for the grey bat and spring peeper will need to be mitigated.  Mr. Beasley advised the City was looking into the possibility of providing land at the 23rd Street bike park for mitigation.  He stated there would be a notice to the public in the Morning Sun newspaper to inform the public this document was complete and available for review at the airport or in the City Clerk’s Office.  Anyone may request a public hearing within 30 days of the notice being published.  If no Public Hearing is requested the assessment would be completed and filed.  
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Mr. Beasley announced the Street Division has completed the crack sealing on Runways 16-34 and 4-22.  He plans on having this Division restripe these areas in the spring.  
Bill Pyle stated Cryo-Tech was purchased by the City this fall.  This is a runway deicer fluid that may be applied before a storm as a pretreatment or after the storm hits.  

Mr. Beasley stated that because of the cost of the deicer this fluid would be used as a pretreatment and urea would be applied after a storm.  

Jay Humbard asked if this chemical was more effective than the urea.  Mr. Pyle stated it is more effective.  

Ron Long asked what the shelf life is on the chemical.  Mr. Pyle stated there is no expiration on the chemical as long as it stored properly and kept out of the sun.  

There being no further business to be discussed, the meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Holtzman
Administrative Assistant
