
 City of Pittsburg, Kansas  
 Economic Development Advisory Committee 
 Official Minutes of the Meeting of September 12, 2012  
 

Members present:  Shane Kannarr, Mark Werner, Brad Hodson and Kyle Fleming. 

Others present:  Daron Hall, Henry Menghini, Vonnie Corsini, Sarah Jenson, Tim McNally, Steve 

Robb, Harvey Dean (PITSCO), Mark Turnbull, and Amanda Roedel. 

The Economic Development Advisory Committee met for a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on 

Wednesday, September 13, 2012 in room B1, Memorial Auditorium. The Chairman of the 

Board, Shane Kannarr, called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. with four (4) members present. 

The first agenda item was approval of minutes from the June 13, 2012 Economic Development 

Advisory Committee meeting.  Werner motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Hodson.  

All carried, motion approved. 

The second agenda item was Colonial Fox Theater, an RLF application submitted by the 
managing development company.  In depth discussion included a review of: 
 

 The renovation of the Colonial Fox Theater will provide the following: 
 Improve economic basis 
 Open after thirty (30) years of darkness 
 Builds on investments already made downtown 

 Researched for six (6) years on due diligence 

 Asked community about pricing and programs 

 Drawn on market research of other theaters 

 Toured other theaters 

 Took data and compiled business plan 

 Took into account what community wanted and what we felt was missing 

 Used NGTA to help develop business plan 

 Looked at venues around market place 

 Average 175 people for each Friday show 

 Have tracked numbers of impact on historic restoration 

 Taking one phase at a time 

 Interim plan for ten (10) years – desire of the Colonial Fox Theater to finish in three (3) 
years 

 Rollover factor on retail spending based on actual spending in Pittsburg and Crawford 
County. 

 Used small percentage of numbers from Kansas Wildlife and Parks 

 Did not factor in that new businesses would spring up around theater 

 Conservative numbers on visitors spending the night  

 Statewide study shows for every two hundred and three (203) room nights, one (1) job 
is created 

 Request City of Pittsburg invest $250,000 to leverage one million dollars of capital 
improvement ($500,000 from Federal contribution, $250,000 from private donations) 
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 City of Pittsburg’s investment will be used both for construction and for match to 
receive federal monies 

 Construction already completed has added up to $507,000 on: 
 Stabilizing basement 
 Stabilizing north wall 
 Mold 

 One (1) part time staff first year with some contract jobs 

 Average income is based on full time state wide average of $22,500. 

 Our ratio of fundraising element equals twenty percent (20%) 

 Interim plan of six (6) shows per week - $55,000 per year 

 Concern with full capacity business model – will the theater ever be self-sustaining 

 Have to ask for outside resources to continue to meet 501(c)3 guidelines  

 Emporia State University has a fine arts facility and a community fine arts facility 

 Opportunity to enhance other venues in town 

 Harvey Dean spoke in support of the Colonial Fox Theater 

 City has been asked to contribute to PSU event center – a couple really big unknowns 
 
On motion of Fleming, seconded by Werner, the Economic Development Advisory Committee 

voted to table the matter until the more voting members were available to review the 

information.  Motion carried. 

The third agenda item was the Director’s report from Turnbull.  Turnbull review the amounts 

and companies receiving RLF funds in 2012. 

Being no further business, Fleming made the motion to adjourn at 11:38 a.m., Werner 
seconded.  All carried, motion approved.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amanda Roedel 
Administrative Assistant  


