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Economic Development Advisory Committee 

Minutes of the April 10, 2013 meeting 

10 a.m., Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce Board Room 

Committee members present: Brad Hodson, Shane Kannarr, Richard Oler, Jim Hoskins and Mark Werner 

Others present: Blake Benson, Henry Menghini, Daron Hall and Susan Knaup 

Additions to the agenda: None 

Consent calendar: Benson asked for discussion regarding the minutes from the March 13, 2013 meeting. 

There was none. 

MOTION: Benson opened asking for a motion to approve the March 13, 2013 minutes as presented. 

Hodson so moved. Motion seconded by Oler. All carried, motion approved. 

MOTION: Approval of the minutes of the special conference call meeting held at 9:00 a.m. on March 20, 

2013. Werner so moved. Hoskins seconded. All carried, motion approved. 

Old Business: 

Meadowbrook West project: Benson related that Todd Ewing did not have much to report, at this time, 

other than that the broker was scheduled to have met with the prospective buyer about 1 ½ weeks ago. 

Ewing had indicated that what was holding things up was the fact that the broker typically goes in with 

quite a few proposals for the buyer to consider, but is quite confident that the sale and development of 

this project will still work out. 

Pinamonti Physical Therapy project: Benson reiterated that the City Commission unanimously approved 

the recommendation to assist with the Pinamonti Physical Therapy expansion project and that 

Pinamonti has ordered the aquatic pool. Also, that Pinamonti indicated that it would take approximately 

8 months to build the pool and he hopes that the project will be completed somewhere from the middle 

to the latter part of next year. Benson related that Pinamonti is now proceeding with pursuing an IRV 

(Industrial Revenue Bond) which, Benson believes, would qualify him with nine year property tax 

abatement. 

Kannarr joined the meeting. 
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New Business:  

Façade grants: Benson said that the approval of the façade grant for the Stilwell Heritage and 

Educational Foundation, during last month’s EDAC meeting, effectively ended Phase II of the façade 

grant program. Benson related that some feedback from the City Commission meeting was that they 

would like to discuss what Phase III of the façade grant program would be. Benson said that many 

people in our community feel that the City has invested a lot of money downtown and that it might be 

time to look at a housing grant program (development) similar to what the City did back in the 90’s, but 

also, that former Commissioner Beasley asked that the EDAC consider a façade grant program which 

would focus more on the internal structure of some of the downtown buildings. While not asking for 

official action, Benson wanted the EDAC members to be giving some thought to this. Kannarr indicated 

that at this point in time that he would like to see the EDAC invest money in different manners, like 

perhaps, housing. Menghini indicated that one of the things to consider with a Phase III plan would be 

safety issues. City Manager Hall indicated that fire suppression in downtown buildings is most successful 

when taken on block by block rather than one building at a time. The discussion among the EDAC 

members shifted back to the need for moderate income housing in Pittsburg. Hall related that Pittsburg 

State University has asked the City to consider doing a land swap with them, trading some land which 

could, possibly, be used for a housing development, for commercial land that is owned by the City. 

South Broadway hotel: Benson related that they are making progress, but, presently, are waiting on the 

demolition crew. Once the demolition is done they will begin rebuilding and they are asking for some 

incentives which include: a 2% CID (community improvement district), 6% of transient guest tax 

collections (which Benson indicated is not up for consideration) and ten year property tax abatement. 

Benson added that based on the investment that they say that they are going to make, they would 

qualify for ten year tax abatement. Benson said that City Manager Hall has asked for a recommendation 

from the EDAC regarding the requested CID. Also, Benson related that the owners would prefer that the 

new building have one entrance to the parking lot rather than the three that are, presently, there. There 

was discussion among the EDAC members regarding the increasing hotel tax rate, but Benson indicated 

that he does not think people, typically, think about Pittsburg’s higher tax rate and that that is not a 

factor for people, either, when considering where to shop, but rather that people will just shop where 

they really want to shop. 

Director’s Report:  

Benson related that there is a successful retail manager who is going to be retiring from his current job 

and looking to start a new business inside the Mall. He has inquired about assistance from the City in the 

amount of $60K, in order to make renovations at the old Radio Shack location, with the understanding 

that all of it would be repayable. This new business would have Pittsburg State University items, as well 

as, other university items for sale. Benson said that there is a need for the EDAC to obtain a detailed 

business plan from him, in order to ascertain how his store will be different from similar area 

businesses. 
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Benson said that Labette Bank in Frontenac will be financing the Jimmy John’s project which will be 

located on South Broadway next to Daylight Donuts. The EDAC discussed getting more of the popular 

eatery type businesses to locate in Pittsburg.  

Benson related that he, City Manager Hall and Director of Finance, Jamie Clarkson, recently met with the 

Pitt District as they are behind on taxes for 2011 and, as of this May, all of 2012.  

The EDAC discussed getting a business in the old Goody’s building. Benson said that it was explained to 

the developers, D.J. Christie & Company and the Block Company, why putting a Staples in that building 

was not a good fit for the Pittsburg Community, in general, as there are existing businesses, like 

Ettinger’s that price match any national brand, to which Pittsburg shoppers will remain loyal.  

Benson related that Kendall Packaging, who is considering an expansion later this year, currently has 

two loans from the City of Pittsburg, one of which is a CDBG loan of $300K or so, which they make 

regular payments on, as well as, a smaller loan that the EDAC recommended about 3-4 years ago to help 

them buy a new piece of equipment for $30-35K. Benson related that Kendall Packaging fell two people 

shy of hitting their threshold for 2012. The consensus among the EDAC meeting members was that the 

contract should be adhered to and that Kendall Packaging should repay the amount that would, 

according to the contract, now be due. 

Kannarr said that Hastings would be interested in relocating to the Goody’s location if it could be sub-

divided, as they do not need the whole space. Benson stressed that it would be very beneficial to get 

that area going again and that between that area and everything that is, presently, going on downtown 

and the Meadowbrook West development that there could be a lot of growth in several different areas. 

Strategic Planning: Kannarr reminded the EDAC about the EDAC Planning meeting which is to be held at 

the Crestwood Country Club at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 10th. Kannarr said that the EDAC will be 

addressing three important topics:  

1. Setting guidelines: the application, bank information, etc.  

2. What the fund will be used for: GAP financing, community improvement?   

3. What the goals of the EDAC are, as a committee: key benchmarks, etc. 

 

There was some discussion among the EDAC members regarding how, in the community, its role has 

shifted to being the first to be approached for assistance, but that in its original role, the EDAC was 

approached after all other options had, first, been explored. 

 

Being no further business, Werner made the motion to adjourn at 11:20 a.m., Hoskins seconded. All 

carried, motion approved. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan Knaup 

Assistant to the City Manager 


