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Economic Development Advisory Committee 

Minutes of the May 8, 2013 meeting 

10 a.m., Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce Board Room 

Committee members present: Mark Werner, Jim Hoskins, Pat Cedeno, Brad Hodson, Richard Oler and 

Kyle Fleming 

Others present: Blake Benson, Henry Menghini, Daron Hall and Susan Knaup 

Additions to the agenda: None  

Consent calendar: Benson asked for discussion regarding the minutes from the April 10, 2013 meeting, 

as well as the special retreat planning meeting (held the evening of April 10th). There was none. 

MOTION: Benson opened asking for a motion to approve the April 10, 2013 meetings minutes as 

presented. Hodson so moved. Motion seconded by Hoskins. All carried, motion approved. 

Old Business: 

Meadowbrook West project: Benson related that the Meadowbrook West prospect did not work out. 

Todd Ewing indicated that the (formerly) interested party is looking at other properties in the 

Pittsburg/Frontenac area. The City will still proceed with running infrastructure- getting the utilities run 

to Meadowbrook West, so that will be more attractive to any prospective buyer. Benson said that the 

hotel being built on South Broadway will help to make that location more attractive to prospective 

retailers/businesses, too. 

Planning Session Review: 

Benson had sent the minutes from the April 10th special planning session meeting out to all EDAC 

members. Benson credited Pat Cedeno with putting most of the information down on paper, prior to 

the retreat meeting, to use as a starting point at that meeting and asked if any of the EDAC members 

who were not in attendance needed a recap or any additional information. Benson related that the 

three hour planning session encompassed- talking about the role of the RLF and the process that 

everyone will be asked to undertake for incentives. Benson said that at that meeting, Cedeno had also 
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suggested that there be a one week deadline (prior to each upcoming EDAC meeting), for those making 

application for RLFs, so that everything is submitted to the EDAC for their review and consideration in a 

timely manner.  

Kyle Fleming joined the meeting. 

Benson thanked the EDAC members for the time they spent at the retreat and said that he had the 

opportunity to take the results of the planning session to City Manager Hall, Henry Menghini and the 

City Commission. Benson mentioned that several people, who read the article that the Morning Sun 

carried (April 24, 2013, “EDAC adopts change in tactics”), commented that they like the direction that 

the EDAC is going and that after reading that article, have a better sense of the EDAC’s goal. 

Strategic Planning: Benson said that the EDAC will need to decide how often to meet to review existing 

projects; whether it would be quarterly, annually or somewhere in the middle, but that he thought that 

it would be good to meet twice a year for this purpose. The EDAC members were in agreement.  

 

New Business: 

Benson had an update on the Jimmy John’s project. Benson had been told that Labette Bank will be 

funding the entire amount, so therefore, it is anticipated that they will not be asking for any RLF 

assistance. They are going before Planning and Zoning on May 20th. Benson related that they anticipate 

breaking ground around the middle of summer, and possibly being open by around October or 

November. Benson related that a lady from Overland Park has been working to lower their construction 

estimates and that there will be room for another retailer at the Jimmy John’s location.  

Benson related that the South Broadway hotel owners were in town and met with him and others about 

six or seven weeks ago and that they should understand that the incentives that they are preliminarily 

asking for would be determined by the kind of hotel it is (that they build). Benson said that they hope to 

have the hotel open by Memorial Day weekend 2014.  

Benson said that he and City Manager Hall met with Quentin Holmes (of the Cheer Pitt) and an 

interested and supportive parent of the Cheer Pitt, who is a physician out of Joplin, who has offered to 

build Quentin a new building. Quentin is looking for land, now, as well as someone (another business) he 

may partner and/or collaborate with in this new building.  

Benson related that there is a manufacturer in Uniontown, Kansas who recycles old tires. The tires are 

shredded up for use as running tracks. The owner is considering relocating his business to either 

Pittsburg or Frontenac. He informed Benson that the City of Frontenac has offered to give him two acres 

of free land to relocate there. Benson said that this business owner had indicated that if it was a choice 

between the free land Frontenac is offering him or a RLF loan from the City of Pittsburg that he would 

take the free land rather than a loan which would need to be repaid. Benson related that this business 

owner’s son, who would be running the business, has already relocated to Pittsburg. Benson asked them 

to give the EDAC the opportunity to see what they could, perhaps, do for him before making a decision. 
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Benson asked the EDAC to consider coming up with some land that could be offered up in lieu of a loan 

to assist this business in relocating to the Pittsburg area with the understanding that if the business ever 

went under, then, the land would revert back to the City. Benson said that it is anticipated that, initially, 

this business would employ six or seven employees, but that over the next three or four years it would 

probably grow to twelve to fifteen employees.  

Benson said that Steve Scott, who will be retiring as the manager of J.C. Penney, and has been 

considering opening a retail business which would sell PSU related items, as well as, items from other 

Universities and Colleges at the old Radio Shack location in the Meadowbrook Mall, has decided to take 

his time to make sure that this is the right move since there are several other retailers (Jock’s Nitch, 

Ron’s IGA-Jock’s NItch, Wal-Mart) which, already, sell similar types of items.  

Benson related that there is a child care provider that has been in business in Pittsburg, for many years, 

that is growing in to a new facility on West 20th Street. To acquire the new building that they would 

move in to, they will need, approximately, $230K. They have secured $175K through USDA grants and 

conventional financing. They will be coming to the EDAC, probably in June or July, with an RLF loan 

request of $55K. Benson said that it may only create two-three new jobs, but he reminded all in 

attendance at the meeting of the Family Resource Center’s 2009 presentation to the EDAC, wherein 

they reported that child-care does have a big impact on our (City’s) economic development.  

Director’s Report: 

Benson showed the EDAC the Revolving Loan Sales Tax Fund (as of April 30, 2013) report. He said that 

once all the “pending” obligations are subtracted- the balance is at $1.2M. Benson mentioned that Via 

Christi’s $500K is not on the report under “pending” due to the fact that they have decided not to 

pursue the $500K forgivable loan which had been approved by the EDAC and the City Commission last 

summer. Benson said that they greatly appreciate the City’s support of Via Christi, but Ascension Health 

has some guidelines in place which limit hospitals ability to enter in to agreements like the one with the 

City. Hoskins asked how often the sales tax is collected and City Manager Hall answered that this is 

collected on a monthly basis.  

There was some discussion among EDAC members about the proposed location for a Goodwill Store in 

Pittsburg, but Benson said that after he had been told by a developer from Wichita that we are not in 

the loop for that anymore, he called K.C.’s Goodwill office and was told that it had been put on hold, 

indefinitely. 

Being no further business, Cedeno made the motion to adjourn at 10:33 a.m., Oler seconded. All carried, 

motion approved. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan Knaup 

Assistant to the City Manager  


