
 Airport Advisory Committee 
 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF AUGUST 6, 2007 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Calloway, Chairperson 
    Ron Long, Vice Chairperson 
    Kurt Balthazor 
    Cliff Hix 
    Chris Hoffman  
    Ron Holman 

    
MEMBERS ABSENT: Donald Murray 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: William A. Beasley, Director of Public Works 
    Mark D. Turnbull, Director of Economic Development 

Bruce D. Remsberg, P.E., City Engineer 
Larry Pommier, Asst. Dir. of Operations for Public Works 
Gary Iori, Airport Manager 
Joye VanGorden, Admin. Assist. to Director of Public Works 

 
The Airport Advisory Committee met on Monday, August 6, 2007, at 12:00 p.m., in the City 
Hall Commission Room.   Chairperson Terry Calloway called the meeting to order at 12:10 
p.m. with five (5) members present.  Chris Hoffman entered the meeting at approximately 
12:25 p.m.  
   
The first order of business was the approval of the minutes of the special meeting of 
April 24, 2007.  Kurt Balthazor moved, seconded by Ron Long, that the minutes be 
approved as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The second order of business was review of the bids received for the proposed 
Wildlife Fence.  Mr. Beasley reported the following.  The bids were received by the City on 
Tuesday, July 24th.  There was a lot of interest in this project, however, only two bids were 
received.  One bid was received from RFB Construction (Pittsburg, Kansas) and the other 
bid was received from Beachner Construction (St. Paul, Kansas).  One bidder (Home 
Center Construction, Pittsburg, Kansas) brought in a bid, but they came in late so the City 
could not accept the bid.  The bids were presented to the City Commission that evening 
because of the quick turn around to submit them to FAA.  The City should know something 
on award of funding from FAA between now and August 10th-15th.   FAA will go through their 
discretionary funds to see how much money is left and then assign those discretionary 
funds to the projects.  The bid package was put together allowing for a base bid and four 
add alternates, so the City could get as much money as FAA would allow for the project.  
The boundary for the base bid starts in the southwest corner of Runway 4-22, runs along 
Runway 4-22 until it intersects with Runway 16-34 and then runs along Runway 16-34 and 
goes all the way around Runway 16-34 back to the intersection of Runway 4-22.   
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Add Alternate #1 starts at the northeast corner of Runway 4-22 and goes all the way 
around to the intersection with Runway 16-34.  Add Alternate #2 then picks up there and 
goes to Atkinson Road.   These areas were determined as the heaviest cover areas and 
more prone to have wildlife.  FAA feels there is enough money to do the base bid and add 
alternates #1 and #2.  The City submitted the entire project, but feels pretty confident FAA 
will award at least that part of the project.  The bids received were as follows: 
 
  Base Bid  $   793,703  
  Add Alternate #1 $   138,709 
  Add Alternate #2 $   175,605 
  Add Alternate #3 $     66,136 (runs along the front) 
  Add Alternate #4 $   117,232 (runs along Administrative area) 
   Total  $1,356,743 
 
The way the submittal to FAA was structured the City indicated they would like for all the 
project to be done, so if there was enough discretionary funds all add alternates could be 
added.  Based on conversation with FAA, they felt there would be enough money to at least 
fund the base bid and add alternates #1 and #2 so the City proceeded along that line. 
 
The fence is a 10 foot high fence with 5 feet of buried fabric to keep the animals for 
burrowing underneath the fence plus it would have barbed wire on top.  This project is 
unique in that it is not only a fence project, but also includes a couple of box culverts 
underneath the fence because of an existing drainageway going through this area.  The 
fencing contractors expressed concern about the box culverts because of the heavy 
construction that would be involved.   
 
The City would also like to be successful in getting add alternates #3 and #4 to make the 
airport grounds more secure.  The reason add alternate #4 is so much higher is because it 
includes an electric gate at two different locations.  If the City is not successful in getting all 
four add alternates they will be included in the next Airport Capital Improvements Plan that 
is updated every year and submitted to the FAA listing the City’s priorities.   
 
There will be periods that Runway 4-22 will need to be closed, but would be minimal.       
 
The third order of business was discussion of budget requests for the Airport.    Mr. 
Beasley stated there were a couple of things the Committee indicated they would like to 
see at the Airport.  These items were included in the requests submitted by the department 
heads for inclusion in the budget for 2008.  The items requested were the AviMet Data Link 
equipment (weather service), a new fuel truck and funds for some type of show for a future 
airport day.  Unfortunately, because of decreased revenues, sales tax and property tax 
none of these items were approved for next year’s budget.   
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These items will be submitted again next year for consideration in the 2009 budget.  The 
City will also continue to search for other types of funding.   
 
Mr. Beasley reported that the airport event was well attended even with the deterrent 
weather conditions.  He stated that a future event would be discussed at a future meeting, 
but it would first need to be determined what the objective of having such an event would 
be and then make plans from there on what items would be displayed, if there would be any 
type of aerobatic act(s) and how much money could be spent on the event.   Mr. Beasley 
stated that the objective of the recent event was to show how important the airport is to the 
City and to dedicate the new runway.  He stated that it probably would be a good idea to 
check with Ft. Scott and some of the other airports that host such events to see what they 
do and how much such events cost.   
 
The fourth order of business was an update on the construction of Miller’s Hangar 
and Taxiway Extension.  Larry Pommier reported the following.  Grade work is basically 
complete.  There is still a little bit of work that needs to be done on compaction of the 
taxiway.  The floor has been partially formed up and the new entrance across from Data 
Technique has been started.  Once the new entrance is complete the old one will be 
removed.  Hopefully, by the end of the week the rock base will be brought in for the 
taxiway.  The utilities are being put in as of today.  Jim Radell is doing the boring for the 
utilities.  The weather has put the contractor a little bit behind, but the December 
completion date should still be met.   The City is responsible for the laying of rock and the 
asphalt.  Fred VanBecelaere is responsible for the dirt work and Miller’s pad.   
 
Under Other Business: 
 
1. Mr. Pommier provided an update on the fuel sales and AvFuel at the airport.  

January through July 2006 reported gross sales of 207,076 gallons.  For the same 
period this year sales increased 9.78% to 227,333 gallons.  There was almost a 
10% increase in volume sales, however, because the fuel prices were lowered 
revenues only increased 4.85%.  AvFuel advised that the City would see a 20% to 
30% increase in sales by branding with them, but that it would take time to get the 
word out.  The City is also keeping track of transient aircraft each time they buy gas. 
 In fact, there are some aircraft that specifically stop in Pittsburg to buy fuel.   

 
Terry Calloway stated that the City had gotten lucky a couple of times  buying fuel 
before fuel prices increased and in turn was able to offer it back to the public at a 
good price.  Av gas last week in Oshkosh was up, so the City saw a lot Oshkosh 
traffic that they normally wouldn’t get.    There are a couple of places on the web 
that publish current pricing on fuel.  It is important that the City mind those to make 
sure its current pricing is shown.    
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Chris Hoffman stated the City is fortunate to be located close to the Joplin airport 
noting that Pittsburg gets a lot of traffic from there because of lower fuel prices than 
at the Joplin airport.   

 
2. Mr. Beasley reported that the City submitted a capital improvements listing to the 

FAA that included all the items previously submitted for future funding, i.e. parallel 
taxiway, wildlife fence if not completely funded, Master Plan Update.  One thing 
added was the increase in tie down area now that Runway 10-28 has been 
removed. 

 
 Terry Calloway inquired if there might possibly be some federal funds to purchase a 

fuel truck noting that Ft. Scott was able to purchase a large tractor with federal 
funding.  Mr. Beasley stated he would check into it. 

 
3. Mr. Pommier reported that the courtesy car has been upgraded. 
 
The next Airport Advisory Committee meeting will be November 5, 2007. 
   
There being no further business to be discussed, Ron Long moved, seconded by Ron 
Holman, that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned 
at 12:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joye VanGorden 
Administrative Assistant to the Director of Public Works/Deputy City Clerk 


