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OFFICIAL MINUTES

OF THE MEETING OF THE

GOVERNING BODY OF THE

CITY OF PITTSBURG, KANSAS

August 12'", 2014

A Regular Session of the Board of Commissioners was held at 5: 30 p. m., on Tuesday,
August 12th,  2014,  in the City Commission Room,  located in the Law Enforcement
Center,  201 North Pine,  with Mayor Monica Murnan presiding and the following
members present: Michael Gray, John Ketterman, Chuck Munsell, and Patrick O' Bryan.

Don Talent of the Open Door Fellowship provided the invocation.

Mayor Murnan led the flag salute.

PUBLIC INPUT -

Kathleen Brown Cecora, 709 North Elm, spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse

Trail Project.

Don Orender, 3202 Grand Oaks Court, spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse Trail
Project.

Gina Pinamonti,  706 Mill Road,  spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse Trail
Project.

Martha Murphy, of rural Girard, on behalf of Live Well Crawford County, spoke in favor
of the proposed South Rouse Trail Project.

Maggie Ryan,  3106 Pinnacle Lane,  spoke in opposition to the proposed South Rouse

Trail Project.

Mary Duggan,  1104 Pinnacle Drive, spoke in opposition to the proposed South Rouse
Trail Project.

Josh Brueggemann, 1202 Deer Creek Lane, spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse

Trail Project.

Mary Dell Sharp,  503 Utah, spoke in opposition to the location of the proposed South
Rouse Trail Project.

Ralph Patterson, 619 East Jackson, spoke in opposition to the request to rezone and the

request to vacate a portion of Madison Street submitted by Miller' s Professional
Imaging.

Sally Starkweather, 622 East Jackson, spoke in opposition to the request to rezone and
the request to vacate a portion of Madison Street submitted by Miller' s Professional
Imaging.
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Robert Wood,  1008 Mill Road, spoke in opposition to the proposed South Rouse Trail

Project.    Mr. Wood suggested a compromise be made between those against the trail

and those in favor of the trail.

Wes Streeter, 1315 Cedar Crest Drive, spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse Trail

Project.

Randy Cason,  905 Cedar Lane,  spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse Trail
Project.

Dick Horton, 507 Norris, spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse Trail Project.

Ken Brock, 3500 Grand Oaks Park, spoke in favor of the proposed South Rouse Trail

Project.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES — JULY 22nd, 2014 - On motion of Munsell, seconded by Gray,
the Governing Body approved the July 22nd, 2014, City Commission Meeting minutes as
submitted.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO.  G- 1205 — On motion of Munsell,  seconded by Gray, the Governing
Body approved Ordinance No.  G- 1205, amending Section 6- 161 of the Pittsburg City
Code to remove the requirement that the City' s occupation tax on the retail sale of
alcoholic liquors by the package be paid on an annual basis, on first and only reading.
Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO.  S- 1016 — On motion of Munsell, seconded by Gray, the Governing
Body approved Ordinance No. S- 1016 levying a special assessment against the lots or
parcels of land on which refuse matter was located to pay the cost of making the
premises safe and hygienic, on first and only reading.  Motion carried.

DISPOSITION OF BIDS — 2014 SALES TAX STREET PROGRAM — On motion of Munsell,

seconded by Gray, the Governing Body approved staff recommendation to award the
bid for the 2014 Sales Tax Street Program on Joplin Heights to Swift Construction Co.,

Inc., of Neosho, Missouri, based on their bid of $ 127, 777. 18 and authorized the Mayor

and City Clerk to execute the contract documents when prepared.   Motion carried.

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE  —  On motion of Munsell,   seconded by Gray,  the
Governing Body approved the Appropriation Ordinance for the period ending August
12th, 2014,  subject to the release of HUD expenditures when funds are received, with

the following roll call vote:  Yea:    Gray,  Ketterman,  Munsell,  Murnan and O' Bryan.
Motion carried.
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ORDINANCE NO.  S- 1015  —  On motion of Ketterman,  seconded by O' Bryan,  the
Governing Body approved Ordinance No. S- 1015 levying a special assessment against
the lots or parcels of land on which existed weeds or obnoxious vegetable growth to

pay the costs of cutting or removing said growth, on first and only reading.   Motion

carried.

Commissioner Ketterman asked staff to provide the number of absentee home

owners included in Ordinance No. S- 1015.

FORGIVABLE LOAN  — COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER OF SOUTHEAST KANSAS — On

motion of O' Bryan,  seconded by Gray,  the Governing Body approved the Economic
Development Advisory Committee' s recommendation to forgive the 2014 loan payment
from the Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas in the amount of $123, 891. 53,
as they have fully complied with the City' s requirement for loan forgiveness and
authorized the Mayor to sign the appropriate documents on behalf of the City.   Motion
carried.

FORGIVABLE LOAN  —  MASONITE  —  On motion of O' Bryan,  seconded by Gray,  the
Governing Body approved the Economic Development Advisory Committee' s
recommendation to forgive the 2014 loan payment from Masonite in the amount of

391, 958. 13,  as they have fully complied with the City' s requirement for loan
forgiveness and authorized the Mayor to sign the appropriate documents on behalf of

the City.  Motion carried.

SOUTH ROUSE TRAIL GRANT  —  On motion of Gray,  seconded by Ketterman,  the
Governing Body accepted a grant from the Kansas Department of Transportation
KDOT) in the estimated amount of $656, 103. 00 for the future design and construction

of the South Rouse Connector trail with the local match estimated to be $ 281, 186. 00,

with the stipulation that the Governing Body review and approve the plans and scope of
service before they are submitted to KDOT and authorized the Mayor to sign the
appropriate documents on behalf of the City.    Motion carried with Commissioner

Munsell voting in opposition.
Mayor Murnan followed up on questions asked during the Public Input portion of
the meeting.   She asked who would be responsible for the maintenance of the
trail, if it is approved.   City Manager Daron Hall indicated that while the City is
ultimately responsible for the maintenance of the trail,  he hopes to raise an
additional $ 15, 000 in private funds to be used for maintenance.   Mayor Murnan
asked if the construction of two 5' trails ( one on each side of the street) was an

option.    Director of Planning and Community Services Troy Graham explained
that the grant application was written for one 10'  trail.    Mayor Murnan then

asked if the proposed trail could be relocated to Mill Road.   City Manager Hall
explained that a portion of Mill Road is in the County and is not part of the City.
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Commissioner Ketterman inquired if the City has a right-of-way on both sides of
South Rouse.   Director of Public Works William Beasley indicated the City does
not have any right-of-way in the undeveloped areas of South Rouse.

Commissioner Munsell asked why Rouse needs to be widened to three lanes
through the residential area.    Mr.  Beasley stated that the three lane road is
proposed to plan for future growth.

Ken Waltrip, 2906 South Rouse, asked if property owners would be allowed to
landscape their property adjacent to the trail.   Mr. Beasley indicated that there
are specific codes regarding landscaping.

Josh Brueggemann asked if the trees that are removed for the construction of
the trail will be replaced by the grant funding.    Mr.  Beasley said that grass
reseeding would be an allowable cost and that the City will work with property
owners on possibly replacing trees.

Commissioner Michael Gray inquired as to the need to widen South Rouse to
three or four lanes.  He asked if the scope of the project would be approved at a
later date, or if the scope would be approved with the acceptance of the grant.

City Manager Hall indicated the widening of South Rouse is a totally separate
project to be considered at another time.   Commissioner Patrick O' Bryan

explained that the placement of the proposed trail would allow for the widening
of South Rouse in the future.

Commissioner Munsell suggested the trail be placed in a different area of town to

be accessible to more people.   Don Orender inquired if private donors would be

willing to post over $ 1 million for a trail in a different portion of town.

REQUEST TO REZONE — On motion of O' Bryan, seconded by Munsell, the Governing
Body approved the request submitted by Miller' s Professional Imaging, Inc. to rezone
602 thru 622 East Madison and 702 East Monroe from R- 2, Two- Family Residential, to
IP-2,  Planned Medium Industrial,  to make the property more conducive to the
expansion of the current facility and the parking lot.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING  -  REQUEST TO VACATE —  Following Public Hearing,  on motion of
Gray, seconded by O' Bryan, the Governing Body approved the request submitted by
Miller' s Professional Imaging, Inc. to vacate a portion of Madison Street from the East
right-of-way line of Homer Street to the West right-of-way line of Stilwell Street and
directed the preparation of the necessary Order.  Motion carried.
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PUBLIC HEARING  -  PROPOSED 2015 BUDGET —  Following Public Hearing,  O' Bryan
motioned,   seconded by Murnan,   to approve the 2015 Budget as presented.
Commissioner O' Bryan made a friendly amendment to his motion to approve the 2015
Budget, to include a 3 mill increase, the elimination of the wellness program, and the

remaining balance needed to fund the budget to be made by cutting items from
departments within the General Fund and authorized the Mayor and City Commissioners
to sign the State Budget Form on behalf of the City.    Commissioner Ketterman

seconded the amended motion.    Motion carried with Commissioner Gray voting in
opposition.

Commissioner Munsell stated that he misspoke when he stated on KOAM that the

City was considering a 4%  increase in the budget,  when the increase being
considered is actually a 4 mill increase.

Commissioner Ketterman suggested in lieu of a 4 mill increase, a 11/ 2 or 2 mill

increase be considered,  along with the addition of a 1/ 8%  sales tax.    City
Manager Hall suggested a sales tax be considered separate from the budget. City
Attorney Henry Menghini explained the process for enacting a sales tax.

Commissioner O' Bryan stated that when considering the decrease in mills by
USD250 and Crawford County, the net mill increase would be approximately 1. 75
with a 4 mill increase by the City.

Commissioner Munsell stated that he supports an increase in the mill levy by 1. 5
mills and would like to see the budget reduced by an amount equal to 1. 5 mills.
Commissioner Munsell questioned the cost associated with the use of ADP for

processing City payroll and the City's wellness program.

Mayor Murnan suggested that the possible sales tax suggested by Commissioner
Ketterman, be combined with the renewal of the street sales tax.  Commissioner

Gray stated that he is not in favor of an additional sales tax at this time.

Commissioner Gray proposed the wellness program be eliminated from the
Budget.   He suggested the savings from eliminating the wellness program be
used to help build up the General Fund reserve.   He further proposed a 1. 5%
salary increase in lieu of the proposed 2. 5% and a 2 mill increase in lieu of the

proposed 4 mill increase, with the remaining $ 44, 000 needed to fund the budget
to be cut from the departmental budgets of those departments within the
General Fund.

Commissioner O' Bryan proposed to adopt the 2015 Budget as presented by staff.
He suggested that Commissioner Gray' s ideas be considered when developing
the 2016 Budget.
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Commissioner Munsell suggested that certain employment positions within the

City organization be eliminated to save the City money.    Commissioner Gray
suggested that specific positions and personnel matters be considered in an

Executive Session, and not in an open meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:   On motion of Ketterman, seconded by O' Bryan, the Governing Body
adjourned the meeting at 9: 11 p. m.  Motion carried.
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