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Economic Development Advisory Committee
Minutes of the October 1, 2014 meeting
8 a.m., Chamber Board Room
Committee members present: Marty Beezley, Pat Cedeno, Kyle Fleming, Brad Hodson, Jeff Poe and Mark Werner
Others present: Blake Benson, Daron Hall and Henry Menghini
Additions to the agenda: None.
Consent calendar: Werner began by asking for discussion regarding the minutes from the September 3, 2014 meeting. There was no discussion.
MOTION:  Werner asked for a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Beezley so moved. Motion seconded by Hodson. All carried, motion approved unanimously.
New business: 
Miller’s request

Jim Askins, facilities manager for Miller’s Professional Imaging, informed the EDAC of an ongoing $7 million expansion of the Pittsburg Miller’s facility. This expansion will not only add equipment, production and storage space, it has also necessitated an earlier start to the company’s seasonal hiring. Miller’s recently held a job fair to add 140 seasonal workers.
The expansion is also expected to increase both employee and truck traffic near the Miller’s facility. As a result, Mr. Askins requested that the City fund infrastructure improvements near the Miller’s facility. These consist primarily of widening Stilwell Street east of the Miller’s facility and improving the storm sewer serving the area. Mr. Askins estimated these improvements to cost approximately $347,000, per a request signed by Todd Coleman, president of Miller’s.

City Public Works Director Bill Beasley was also on hand to show where the improvements would be made. Mr. Beasley and Mr. Askins estimated that some of the work would begin immediately, while some would likely be done in the spring. Chairman Werner asked if disbursement of the funds could be split between between 2014 and 2015 and Mr. Askins responded that it could.

Following additional discussion, a motion was made to support the project.

MOTION:  A motion was made to allocate up to $375,000 to fund the requested infrastructure improvements at Miller’s Professional Imaging. Motion was seconded and approved unanimously.


Jeff Strahan project

The EDAC spent considerable time discussing a request from Jeff Strahan, the former owner of Fifth Street Bar & Grill, who has purchased the former Methodist Church building at 5th & Pine. Mr. Strahan is proposing to renovate the property into an event venue and has requested $70,000 in Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) assistance. After considering the project at its September meeting, the EDAC instructed Mr. Strahan to develop a security plan and have it reviewed by Pittsburg Police Chief Mendy Hulvey. Mr. Strahan spent several minutes outlining his security plan and relayed the Chief Hulvey had approved it. There was lengthy discussion regarding the project but a motion to approve the project was made.
MOTION:  A motion was made to provide a loan to Strahan Enterprises in the amount of $70,000 to be repaid in ten years at an interest rate of 3.5%. Motion was seconded and approved by a vote of 3-2. A friendly amendment was later made to adjust the loan repayment term to five years instead of ten.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:12 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Blake Benson 
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